
SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Division Chair: Mr. Troy Woods 
 
For students to develop as citizens, they must learn democratic values and practice democratic process skills 
that are appropriate for their age and maturity.  Social science courses teach students these essential values and 
skills. 
 

Course Title                                 Credit  Years Offered 

World History Honors         2  9 
Contemporary US History        1  9,10,11,12 
Geography          1  9,10,11,12 
World History          2  9,10 
United States History Honors        2  10 
United States History         2  10,11 
Advanced Placement United States History      2  11,12 
Psychology          1  11,12 
Abnormal Psychology         1  11,12 
Advanced Placement Psychology       2  11,12 
American Government         1  11,12 
Advanced Placement Government and Politics: US     1  11,12 
Advanced Placement Government and Politics: Comparative    1  11,12 
Principles of Economics         1  11,12 
Sociology          1  11,12 
 

 
 



World History Honors 
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq: Teacher and/or counselor 
recommendation. 
Open to:  9 
Fees:  None 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  2      

Weighted Grade/Honors:  Yes 

 

This course examines the critical episodes of World History with an 
emphasis on western civilization, and the ideas studied by social 
scientists, as well as the methods they use. The art, architecture, and 
music of the historical periods are also studied. Students work on 
projects as individuals or groups to develop research skills, ability to 
evaluate, and synthesize material independently. Emphasis is placed 
on increasing the students’ ability to express themselves in both 
writing and speaking. Vocabulary building, language study, and 
library use are also part of the curriculum. This class coincides with 
Honors English 1.  
 

Contemporary US History 
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq:  None 
Open to:  9,10,11,12 
Fees:  None 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  1 
 

This one-semester course will cover mid to late 20th century U. S. 
History. Through reading, discussions, lectures, and projects students 
will learn of events extending from WWII, Korean War, Cold War, 
Vietnam, and the Civil Rights Movement to the breakdown of 
Communism. These events will be analyzed both from a U. S. and 
world perspective. Students will also examine current event topics 
from around the world as well as issues such as environmentalism and 
racism. 
 
 

Geography  
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq:  None 
Open to:  9,10,11,12 
Fees:  None 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  1 
 

Students will have the opportunity to exam human societies in their 
habitat. Learning experiences will center on the following: (1) 
exploration of the inter relationships between human beings and our 
physical environment; (2) analysis of the physical bases of geography; 
and (3) focus on selected regions throughout the world, examining 
political, historical, social, and cultural consequences of physical 
geography. Considerable map work, oral and written reports, and some 
supplemental reading is required. 
 

World History  
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq:  None 
Open to:  9,10 
Fees:  None 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  2 

This course examines the critical episodes of World History with an 
emphasis on western civilization, and the ideas studied by social 
scientists, as well as the methods they use. Through reading, 
discussions, lectures, and projects, students will develop research 
skills, ability to evaluate, and synthesize material.  The course 
highlights the contributions of ancient, medieval, and modern times. 
The achievements of each historical period are analyzed in relation to 
their time and lasting impact.  
 



United States History 
Honors 
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq:  Teacher and/or counselor 
recommendation.  Honors World 
History or World History 
Open to:  10 
Fees:  None 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  2      
Weighted Grade/Honors:  Yes 
 

Students will explore the development of American History, 
tradition, and culture. The various philosophies, which affected the 
development of our institutions, literature, music, art, and culture 
and those personalities who helped shape American thought will be 
studied in some detail.  Short stories, poems, plays, novels, polemic 
writings, and essays will be read to prepare students for classroom 
discussions. Students will be expected to read, discuss, write essays, 
and complete special projects. Students will use original documents 
to develop skills in interpretation of events and making 
generalizations. The successful completion of this course will satisfy 
the U. S. History graduation requirement. Students enrolled in this 
class also take Honors English 2. 

 

United States History  
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq:  World History or Honors 
World History 
Open to:  10,11 
Fees:  None 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  2 

The first semester surveys the social, economic, and political 
development of the U. S. from the period of European discovery and 
colonization to the Civil War.  The second semester spans the era of 
Reconstruction to modern times.  The transition of the U. S. to an 
industrial nation and its rise as a world power are major themes of this 
semester.  Through reading, discussions, lectures, projects, and more 
individual attention students will understand, evaluate, and analyze 
their nation’s heritage. 

 

Advanced Placement US 
History 
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq:  Teacher and/or counselor 
recommendation, successful 
completion of US History or Honors 
US History. 
Open to:  11,12 
Fees:  Students will need to pay the fee 
for taking the Advanced Placement 
exam. 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  2 
Weighted Grade/Honors: Yes 
 

Advanced  Placement  US  History  is  a  two  semester  survey  of 
American History from the Age of Exploration and Discovery to the 
present. Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, 
essay writing, interpretation of original documents, analysis of 
historical narratives, and historical research. The course will prepare 
students to take and successfully pass the College Board’s Advanced 
Placement US History Exam. 

 



Psychology  
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq:  None 
Open to:  11,12 
Fees:  None 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  1 
 

This upper level course is an introduction to the study of human 
behavior.  Critical thinking skills are used to examine biological, 
social, and cultural environments as primary influences on human 
behavior.  Major topics include learning, emotions, intelligence, 
development, social relationships, and personality.  Students’ class 
time is spent in demonstrations, simulations, videos, and case histories 
illustrating major concepts of the course. 

Abnormal Psychology  
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq:  Psychology in which students 
must earn a “C” or higher. 
Open to:  11,12 
Fees:  None 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  1 
 

This course is an extension of Psychology, applying the theories 
students were taught in their first psychology course.  Major topics 
include criminal behavior, social behavior, personality adjustment, 
psychological disorders, and various types of therapy.  Considerable 
class time will be spent in exercises and discussions, which require 
critical thinking skills that illustrate the major concepts of the course, 
and offer possible solutions to these problems. 

 

Advanced Placement 
Psychology  
(2 semesters) 
 
Prereq: Teacher and/or counselor 
recommendation. Students cannot take 
this course if they have previously 
completed Psychology or Abnormal 
Psychology. 
Open to:  11,12 
Fees:  Students will need to pay the fee 
for taking the Advanced Placement 
exam. 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  2      
Weighted Grade/Honors:  Yes 
 
 
 
 
 

This challenging course is designed for students who wish to 
understand the intricacies of human behavior as well as the physical 
characteristics of the brain and how they are related.  Major areas of 
discussion include the following:  personality theories, experimental 
design, sensory perception, motivation, emotion, development, the 
nervous system and brain, mental illness, learning, and group effects 
on the individual.   Considerable class time is spent in exercises, 
demonstrations, simulations and discussion illustrating the major 
concepts of the course.  Students cannot take this course if they have 
previously completed Psychology or Abnormal Psychology.    This 
class will prepare students for the Advanced Placement exam 
administered in the spring. 

 



American Government  
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq: None  
Open to:  11,12 
Fees:  None 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  1 

American Government is a semester course designed to make the 
students aware of the American political system and the citizens’ 
role in it.   Students will understand the organizations, functions, and 
operations of the federal system, and the nature of state and local 
government.  This course will include the historical background of 
the Constitution and the unique kind of democracy in the United 
States. Student work will include reading, discussions, lectures, and 
projects to facilitate learning.   This course fulfills the state 
graduation requirement on the federal and state constitution if a 
passing grade is achieved. 

 

Advanced Placement 
Government and Politics: 
US 
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq:  Teacher and/or counselor 
recommendation. 
Open to:  11,12 
Fees: Students will need to pay the fee 
for taking the Advanced Placement 
exam 
Necessary materials: None 
Credits: 1 
Weighted Grade/Honors: Yes 
 

Advanced Placement Government and Politics: US is a semester 
course designed to make the students aware of the American 
political system and the citizens’ role in it. Students will understand 
the organizations, functions, and operations of the federal system, 
and the nature of state and local government. This course will be 
taught with the goal of preparing students for the Advanced 
Placement exam. It will include the historical background of the 
Constitution and the unique kind of democracy and politics in the 
United States.  This course will cover general concepts used to 
interpret US politics and will familiarize students with the various 
institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that make up US politics. 
Students will be expected to read, discuss, debate, write, and respond 
to various issues discussed in class. This course fulfills the state 
graduation requirement on the federal and state constitution if a 
passing grade is achieved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Advanced Placement 
Government & Politics: 
Comparative 
(1 semester ) 
 
Prereq:  Teacher and/or counselor 
recommendation. 
Completion of American Government 
or AP American Government 
Open to:  11,12 
Fees: Students will need to pay the fee 
for taking the Advanced Placement 
exam 
Necessary materials: None 
Credits: 1 
Weighted Grade/Honors: Yes 

Advanced Placement Government & Politics: Comparative is a 
semester long course of intensive study designed to help students 
become more responsive to the different types of governments and 
political systems around the world in developed, developing, and 
underdeveloped nations. Six countries will be examined in detail: 
United Kingdom, Russia, China, Mexico, Nigeria, and Iran. These 
countries will be the focus of six core topics: methodology, power, 
institutional structure, civil society, political/economic change and 
public policy. Students will be expected to read, discuss, debate, 
write, and respond to various issues discussed in class. This course 
will be taught with the goal of preparing students for the Advanced 
Placement exam. 
 
 
 
 
 



Principles of Economics  
(1 semester) 
 
Prereq:  None 
Open to:  11,12 
Fees:  None 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  1      
Weighted Grade:  Yes 
 

This course provides a general background in economics.  Supply and 
demand in a market economy is studied. Through discussions, 
lectures, projects, and simulations, students will learn about producer 
consumer   relationships, the role of government in economics, 
forecasting our economic future, and international economic issues. 
Major economic theories and economists are also covered.   
This course will fulfill the consumer education graduation 
requirement. 
 

Sociology  
(1 semester) 
  
Prereq:  None 
Open to:  11,12 
Fees:  None 
Necessary materials:  None 
Credits:  1 

Sociology is the study of human relationships. This course has a two-
fold purpose: to introduce the student to the vocabulary and concept of 
sociology and to apply these understandings to the problems 
confronting contemporary society.  Through discussions, lectures, and 
group participation/projects the following topics will be studied: 
personality, family, peer pressure, norms, values, social class and 
status. Major problems of society that may be studied include 
marriage/divorce, aging, crime, drugs and/or other of pertinent nature. 

 


